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Memo for the Record 
Subject: Meeting with Priscilla Johnson, 30-31 January I 96 U 

1- The meeting was arranged by phone call from Washington to 
her at her apartment. The meeting 3^==*^=^ lasted from about 
1100 to 3 r ~ 



on 30 January and 0930 to 1330 on 31 January. 

2. She stated right off that she was pleased that the meeting had 
happened at this dime because of a number of things about the ASEEV case 
which worried her. (-his has *SZ been put into a seoarate, partial, contact 
report,^*, to which the following should be added: I suggested the possibility 

of Kaznecheyev going to see ASSEV to explain to him what he would face if 
he decided to stay in the States. She was not toe happy with this idea, 
fearing it might frighten him mors than anything. I pointed out that it 
would have to be done, if at ail, by having the State Dept mess: man ask 
ASEEV if he would like to discuss his situati-n with Kaz, who has been thru 
the -roblem already. She allowed as how this might be all right. I also 
brought up the idea, suggested by Jameson cn the phone^, when I called the 

r 

office to report her initial misr-i-ir.gs, of passing to ASEEV the news 
clippings of the articles which the Scv who defected in Holland had had to 
sign when he eventually returned to the USSR. Again she doubted the 
efficacy of thi s ? In v* >^.0 >— 

3 • inr basac ■ urpose of th e , a s— meeting was to debrfef 
John. '•on on her s=a-9nww=^. flaps with the Soviets when she was in the USSR, 
notably at the ti-.e of her last exit. Hopefully this would lead to a 
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debrief in- on her contacts in the Soviet Unxon-a subject on which she had 

shown 30rle reluctance at the time of our fir it contact. She had 

no reluctance ab-ut the first half of the subject-security. She recounted 

at great length a*®- the cates of each of her visits to the USSR, and she 

manifold problems she had had in obtaining vtsas and extensions thereof. 

To make a very long story short, she had constanft visa extension troubles. 

She knew a young writer for Soviet Sport , Leonid Xnu, whom she had met 

socially through some Western radio correspondent, ^eonid offered to get 

a friend of his in the forgign Office to help in the visa problem. The 

friend turned out to be Boris Borisovich Inu. Boris met her alone in a 

restaurant to discuss the problem and allowed as how he needed to know more 

about the western press corps in Moscow. She allowed as how she didn't know 

Mich about it and that was all that time. She got a visa extension, which 

eventually was about to run out. Boris at that point suggested that ska 

he introduce her to his boss, and sa^cautioned her to be nice to him. 

The boss, Valeriy Nikolayevich Inu, turned out to be the prosecuting attorney 

a* — 

type, very aggressive and reasonably unpleasant. She rereenbera^i^Hing 

A 

about his having been in some war crimes trials in Japan. He asked her to 
prepare a complete cirriculum^vit^in o^er for him to work on the visa 
extension. She thought it over and called him back and refused, "he next 
time he met her he asked her opinion about things such as NATO and whether 
or not she wogld be interested in writing articles for Soviet public a tions; 
he also asked her about S o vi e iw-me r ic an trade, of all tilings. 

Iu On her last visit to the USSR she had gone on assignment for 
The ....porter, amon^, atners apparently, ir. order to be sure of gathering 
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sufficient material to justify the trip she planned in advance sene lk 
articles and had opened files cn each subject into which she put whatever 
-light be related. She also had a notebook for each subject. None of this 
material was particularly sensitive, she believes, and wo, Id not have really 
seriously compromised any of her contacts in the U SR. Cn her way out, via 
Leningrad, when she passed through customs they opened her suitcases and 
handbags and took out all her notebooks and files. They said they were sorry 
she had not shown up earlier because they would have then had tine to read 
the material at the ajrport and 2a*xm± been able to permit her to take it 
with her. As it was they would have to keep it and would send it on to 
her by mail — they carefully got her forwarding address. They did not speak 
or read English and did net appear to be anything more than ordinary 
customs officers. Certainly not educated and cultured (relatively sneaking) 
types such as interviewed Kathryn FHIER. She protested only mildly and got 
on the plane and left. Since then she wrote to her former boss. President 
Kennedy and he apparently designated Sierre Salinger to jibe the “oviet 
Ambassador about keeping her notebooks— which produced no s~ikar- result. 

Throughout this long conversation mention was - made of various 
of her contacts— such as one person who was more or less in charge of 
tactical maneuvering of the liberal opposition (you submit this -to Noyy 
Mir, you there submit that to IZbaro^y Li tor a tar y ) who 

was subsequently exiled to Tbilisi for one year. However when asked for 
their names she always backed off. and Therefore no effort was made to 
attempt lO xorce the issue of a debriefing on her contacts. In parting 
- remarked that i would ns probably be rack to see her from time to time 
to see what she knows about specific persons whose names might come up, and 
she at least nodded assent to this. 







60 He Victor LOUIS, she net him when she first got to Moscow 
and was looking for a job to keep hens there. He was then a translator 
for Kauflin (phonetic) of McGraw Kill and was also writing for KAN A. She 
co. .s^3 ■— y fan in oO LCUIS after thaS", especially when she got a job working 

Aor NANA. She in fact tried to get NANA to ifcrr^drop LCUIS, attempting to 
explain to then that he had such a lousy refutation in Moscow that he would 
eventually contaminate their reputation 5 = 2V en in other countries. 

NA.NA would never buy this argument, saying that he ig—— was submitting 



* 1JLIA WOUJ - a never 0U V this argument, saying that he :e~ i~~ was submitting 
good articles. When she left Moscow she tried to get NANA to hire Ruth 
DAMILCV, the wife cf another correspondent there, but the Sovs wouldn't 
accredit her. Eventually NANA hired Dick STEIGER, who was accredited*#^ 
immediately and who has, ink her expression, "a left vrng past”, 



7o Re r-rieca LURIE, she said that LURIE had been recommended to 
her by friends of hiss in the USSR whom she trusts. - - g 

s ~~ a*- She also noted that when 

LURIE had appeared at a press conference at Harvard along with ROZGV and 
KATAIEV, she had been friendly and effective and had made a -point of pointing 
out and recommending liberals in the Soviet Union. For example, when asked 
what one should read to keep abreast of developments in Soviet culture, 

r *. 

She had specifically recommended the ljiberal Vooros-r I^Lig^ahury - She thinks 
LURIE might be related to some LURIEs who were purged in Stalin's day. 

8 . She contrasted LURIE with EOMANCVA, lelcna, whom she throoughly 
dxsl.ikcsza and t: inks ou lit bo be discredited. She says ROMANCVA had 
— n icct replaced SU 1 XGV at trie Znnostrantye CoTriitsia ( ? ) • 
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9. She asked several tines my opinion about her chances of getting 
back into the USSR as a correspondent. I tried to point out that they depend 
in cod pa t on hmm m -Ians the Sovi-. t nay be hatching about which she, 

or anyone else* might know nothing. It night be that they would 

.Lind her useful for some one of their plans and therefor'- let her in— or 
just the opposite. In general though, it didn't seem to me that she had 
Deen m any serious trouble or done anything especially bad and therefore 
JZ didn't think the Sovs would absolutely ftr —’— her. 

10. I brought up Alex DGLBE3G, saying that we had had some doubts 
about him for a long time and he had appeared to be another of the many 
cases which exist eternally in limbo. However we are '"now ouite certain that 
ne is working for the °ovs and therefore advise her to be careful in ary 
dealings with him. She didn't seem at all surprised at this; she said that 
she had wondered abort him from the very hanrn beginning because the first 
question he ever asked her was: who dc you know in the S ovjL » t Unicn and 
wharfs their address. 9n the other hand, she said, she had developed her 
understanding of the °cviet machine largely from freouent contact with him 
when ne was at Harvard. _ He would constantly point out the -power play 
involved in any move the S cvs made— to the point she 

srnrin now understands power ;? s used by the Sovs. 

11. Comment: I feel vaguely uncomfortable after this long itaik 

discussion with Johnson. She has an air of navi e tv and innocence, which is 
really only a mannerism. She is certainly intelligent and well informed on 
the Soviet Union. However she is interested in it as an intellectual thing, 
afamxrm n s xmTd acy not because she is out to destroy the Communist system. 

=.nere were two apparent contradictions:* (a 1 ) according to Patricia Blake, she 
has tr^ea ..or jears to convince Johnson- th ■ t Dolberg is no good, but 





Johnson consistency refused to accept this opinion; (h) to the best of 
nry recollection Blake said that Johnson had sairbocnccnjiaaii had a very low 
opinion of Lurye after the Boston press conference. In any event I an 
reasonably certain that we cannot expect to use Johnson actively in operations 
She obviously doesn't want to get involved in deep plots. She is unlikely 
to be the type of informant who wall volunteer interna tion; but she will 
supply info she has acquired, if asked and if it's not too sensitive, such 
qs the identies of her friends in the USSR. - 
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